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EAST GERMANY

BRIEFS

STATUS OF CHURCH--At the recent synod of the EKD [Protestant Church in
Germany] in Saarbruecken, West Germany, Bishop Albrecht Schoenherr, chair-
man of the League of Protestant Churches in the GDR, outlined the status
of the church in the GDR. He stated that GDR Christians aspired to neither
internal emigration [i.e., withdrawal] nor external emigration, and he
emphasized the determination of the GDR churches fully to participate in
the 1life of the people "in our state." Schoenherr, who was allowed for the
first time to go to West Germany, said that it is expected of GDR Chris-
tians "to settle conflicts and not to take the path of least resistance."
He commented gratefully that, particularly in the last 1 1/2 years, the
EKD "has stood by us in fraternal loyalty and has also expressed its soli-
darity." 1In an allusion to West German criticism of GDR church leaders in
connection with the self-immolation of Pastor Bruesewitz, Schoenherr said
that there was the danger "that we would be separated from one another and
the church leadership in the GDR from their congregations." He stated
that it is most difficult of all for GDR children because they are con-
fronted with a pervasive communist education. However, he pointed out
that recently "there have been some examples that children of Christian
parents are treated exactly the same as the others." Bishop Schoenherr
said: "Marxism-Leninism and the Christian faith, despite many similar
goals, cannot be superimposed upon one another. Neither our political
partners nor we expect an ideological solution. But we live together,
Christians and non-Christians...." [Excerpt] [Bonn DIE WELT in German

8 Nov 77 p 4]

FOREIGN WORKERS--Because of the acute labor shortage prevailing in the
economy, the GDR continues to be dependent on foreign workers. At the
present time, according to a RADIO GDR broadcast, just under 50,000 for-
eign workers are employed under government contract in the GDR. [Text]
[Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 220, 17 Nov 77 p 4]
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HUNGARY

COUNCILS PLAY ROLE IN CITIZENSHIP TRAINING OF YOUTH
Budapest ALLAM ES IGAZGATAS in Hungarian Sep 77 pp 769-777

[Article by Sandor Ujvari, MSZMP Chairman, Zala Megye: ''The Role of the
Councils in Citizenship Training of Youth"]

[Text] Educating the younger generation in a knowledge of their rights and
responsibilities and to a ready and capable exercise thereof is one of the
fundamental conditions for developing and broadening socialist democracy.

The tasks of citizenship education are formulated by the youth law as follows:
"In the interest of having the youth be capable of participating in the
management of public affairs care must be taken--even during their school
instruction--that they become acquainted with their citizenship rights and
responsibilities. They must be aided in acquiring the experience necessary
for a responsible management of public affairs, in exercising their rights
and in fulfilling their responsibilities."

Measures taken by organs with national authority have meant further progress
in the interest of an improvement of conditions for and a substantive further
development of citizenship training., The educational policy resolution and
the subsequent system of measures taken by chief authorities have extended
these aspirations to school instruction as a whole. The population policy
resolution has supplemented the general system of tasks with precisely de-
fined tasks for education and preparation for family life,

The home defense law and measures linked thereto have clarified the role of
the councils and of state organs in home defense education.

Party and state resolutions have directed attention to citizenship training
of youth as one of the especially timely questions of our day and have also
guaranteed more intensive progress, The tasks can be carried out--in harmony
with home defense education and education for family life--in school educa-
tional work as a whole and in educational effects which can be realized out-
side of this work,



The goals and tasks designated by the youth law and by central resolutions
constitute the basis for measures taken in Zala Megye in the interest of
creating and developing further the conditions for citizenship education.
In the course of developing and executing our tasks--keeping in mind local
conditions--we have built upon the folowing principles:

--The planned measures are of all-social magnitude; a broad and organized
social cooperation is needed for their effective realization. These go
beyond school frameworks but the foundations must be laid within the schools
since 94-96 percent of the students graduating from general school study
further in secondary institutions.

--This is a triple goal: acquainting the youth with citizenship activity,
rights and obligations; developing a public life commitment in the youth;
and practicing citizenship tasks,

-~The tasks of the councils and their organs are to ensure the conditions
necessary for this and to organize and supervise execution,

--The fundamental areas for realization are: classroom activity in the
schools and work outside of class; the forums and frameworks of the youth
movement; inclusion of the parents and social activists; and place of work
education and participation by the youth in public life. This many-sided
activity demands from the councils and their organs broad and continual
cooperation and coordinating activity with non-council institutions and
economic units too,

In accordance with the basic principles the special administrative organs
and the committees of the councils--keeping in mind the special significance
of the task--have dealt to an increasing extent with laying the foundations
for and with a further development of citizenship training in school and
outside of school.

I. Experiences With Measures Which Aid A Laying of Foundations for Citizen-
ship Education in the Schools

Laying the foundations for citizenship education in the schools has required
a broad preparation of leaders and educators--in the course of preparing for
the school year and in the course of complex further training. Comprehensive
and special purpose surveys in this theme and a processing of experiences

in experimental education have aided a clarification of substantive and
methodological questions and a determination of the correct path for further
development,

As a result of comprehensive measures, the tasks connected with citizenship
education figure in a special way in the annual and medium range plans of
the schools, The greatest achievement of medium range planning work is that
it has become clear to the educators of the megye that what is involved is

a long range and ever increasing system of tasks,



1. The goals of citizenship education figure in a unique way in every sub-
ject taught in general school, Reading and a study of one's surroundings
are significant in the lower grades; literature, history and geography are
significant in the upper grades,

In regard to the inclusion of factors outside of class the role of the
Pioneer Movement is outstanding. With unique methods and tools it offers
effective support in developing and practicing public life commitment,

The Pioneer communities and self-government organs are good arenas for edu-
cation and for acquiring information, The diversified programs and contacts
of the movement ensure openness through many channels. They make it possi-
ble for the students to get a look at the everyday practice of social life
and to get answers from the best suited sources to questions which are un-
clear to them. The various forums and forms of activity offer innumerable
opportunities to practice the rights and responsibilities deriving from
Pioneer membership.

It has been our experience that in the upper grades of general school the
crucial role in the effectiveness of citizenship education is played by
the history teachers, the home room teachers and the Pioneer leaders. Or-
ganized visits by students to councils and council organs and the partici-
pation of council workers and social activists in school educational work
have become more frequent. These youth movement forms and forms outside
of class are of great significance from the viewpoint of deepening the
citizenship knowledge of students and developing their public life commit-
ment and emotional bonds, But their educational effect can become complete
only if the work by both sides is characterized by suitable planning and a
deliberate preparation of programs,

The biggest problem in the general schools is that the educational effects
are not integrated at an adequate level or with adequate quality. An ex-
periment is being conducted in one school in the megye in which the teaching
of citizenship information is integrated with history. Within the framework
of this experiment citizenship information is taught for 3 hours per week

in the second semester of the eighth grade., The method involves conversa-
tion, reports and debate and group work plays a very great role in this,

The experiment has resulted in developing independent group work by the
students and in expanding their information and interest. The results are
influenced negatively, however, by the fact that the information is not
solid or systematic enough., And the question has arisen: Are these frame-
works satisfactory?

2. 1In the secondary schools the work of the home room teachers and teaching
the fundamentals of our world view offer two fundamental possibilities for
integrating educational effects,

The effect of the KISZ is significant primarily in regard to public life
commitment and the practice thereof. As a result of the characteristics
of this age group the opportunities are greater here than in the general
schools,



The prescriptions of the new organizational regulations, the vertical struc~
ture, the undertaking of individual tasks and the annual renewal of member-
ship have all had a stimulating effect on this activity.

With the build-up and functioning of student self-government organs, the
possibility for a public life role has broadened tangibly. A high level

of awareness characterizes the activity of the majority of students partici-
pating in the student committees, The forums of school democracy and of the
KISZ have become arenas for the systematic practice of public life, Making
use of these opportunities, the great majority of the students participate
actively in the organization and guidance of school, student home and KRISZ
life and in maintaining order and discipline.

The openness of the schools is increasingly manifest and is expressed in
their existing and ever broadening contacts with social organs, factories
and institutions of public culture,

The subject titled "Foundations of Our World View," which has been taught
in all the secondary schools of the megye since 1972, plays the most import-
ant integrating role, Our experiences show that the chapter titled "The
Political Life of Society" is most suitable for ensuring and utilizing the
possibilities for education and synthesis,

It is not a matter of indifference from the viewpoint of the effectiveness
of education that 90 percent of the teaching of this subject is done by
teachers who have graduated from high level political schools, most of whom
work in party and school leaderships.

The leaders, teachers and students alike consider education in the fundamen-
tals of our world view to be important and it significantly expands the
sphere of citizenship information of the students, strengthens their social-
ist convictions and increases their sensitivity toward the problems of our
society. The opinion of the students concerning the introduction of citizen-
ship information is a function of the methods used. Insofar as this takes
place in smaller communities with the inclusion of social forces and is tied
to a system of democratic forums their opinions are unambiguously favorable,

Despite the achievements the teaching of this subject is not free of problems.
Due to turnover, the training of educators must be broader than the daily
need, Work based on the various subjects is not all at the same level and

is largely dependent on the quality of the teachers' work. Teaching the
subject demands unique methods and there are debated, unique problems in
evaluating the students too,

Education for family life has been built into the expanding system of citi-
zenship training as a whole in an organic and effective way. Development
of the theme began in the megye 3 years ago and it extended to all schools
in school year 1976-1977. When it was introduced the teachers had to

O



understand that what was involved was the realization of a basic educational
function of the school, that the task went beyond the individual subjects
and even the frameworks of the school. We had to disperse the general be-
lief that the task was merely sexual enlightenment, At the same time it

had to be understood that preparation for a humanized sexual life was an
organic and important part of the program.

Preparation of the principals, home room teachers and home room teacher
communities [part of sentence missing in original] provided the tools and
in the past 3 years there has been a significant modernization [part of
sentence missing in original] adjustment by the parents and substantive and
methodological guidance for youth movement leaders.,

In the period of preparation the task seemed to be an unusual one and infor-
mation connected with the psycho-sexual development of the children and legal
information proved to be defective. The broad preparation resulted in a
relatively swift development of an educational view and brought positive
results., A significant part of the educational community adopted the posi-
tion that the school must naturally deal and must deal to an increasing
degree with this task. The new requirement brought the educators closer

to one another and awakened in many of them creative capacities and a desire
for experimentation on pedagogic and methodological solutiomns.

But we cannot yet speak of a uniform view. Even today the development of
certain themes causes difficulties for the teachers. It is also a hindering
factor that the rate of maturation is different for boys and girls., The
generation now in school has unique problems also., For example, half of

the children are growing up without siblings and many hardly take part in
the family division of labor. The problems which are arising also show

that institutional preparation for family life was a step which could not

be postponed.

We have the educational staff needed for citizenship education in the schools,
The legal and psychological information of the teachers is expanding. They
are being trained together with the associated organs and in parallel with
the introduction of new study plans. Organizational frameworks for contin-
uval further training have been developed and the conditions for this have
been ensured. A problem is caused by the fact that comprehensive methodolog-
ical guides for planning and organizing education are not yet available and
specialized material is limited,

While the experiences with citizenship training in educational institutions
are favorable as a whole there have been problems too., In the general

schools there is not an adequate integration of educational effects and
information; at the secondary level there is methodological and evaluatiomal
uncertainty. The educational community can solve the tasks only with con-
tinual formation of awareness and with further training. It is also a

problem that in many questions we must move well in advance of social thinking.



But the only possible road for progress is clear--the search for and appli-
cation of even more rational and institutional solutions and more effective
methods.

II. Experiences With Measures Affecting the Youth as a Whole

The solution of increasing social and economic tasks and the broad develop-
ment at an ever higher level of place of work democracy and of residential
area public life activity place increased demands on the development of
citizenship education for the working youth too.

As a result of measures taken in recent years citizenship training among
working youth has stepped up. The tasks figure to an ever greater degree
in the plans of local councils, in their cooperation agreements and in the
programs of socialist brigades and youth clubs., Diversified forms have
developed in the places of work.

The resolutions of the megye council and executive committee have great
significance in defining tasks and keeping them on the agenda, The regional,
factory and local party organizations are doing outstanding work in working
out unique tasks and in coordinating, supervising and aiding execution,

1. At the initiative of the council organs ceremonies for 14 and 18 year
olds have become general in the educational institutions of the megye and
each year these involve nearly 100 percent of the young people receiving

personal documents at the age of 14 or upon entering their 18th year.

In cooperation with the local councils, the police organs and the youth
organizations the great majority of the schools have organized consultations
which precede the ceremonies. These provide good opportunities for repeated
and concentrated discussion of the responsibilities and rights of citizen-
ship. They have enhanced the role of the personal documents, becoming of
age, legal responsibility, election and the possibility of being elected

and they usually do all this within the frameworks of a celebration--in the
presence of well known public life personalities--in a way which enriches

the emotional world, The significance of the sequence of events is increased
by tying them to the program of the Revolutionary Youth Days,

Despite repeated initiatives by the councils the celebration for 18 year olds
has not become general among working youth, It is primarily in the larger
economic units that this has become an organic part of the program of the
place of work communities and has fit in well with the system of dealing
with those beginning their careers. Consultations and debates which well
serve both education and knowledge spreading have become substantive pri-
marily at the level of narrower collectives (youth clubs, shops, youth
brigades and socialist brigades)., But some of the economic units have not
succeeded in ensuring continual citizenship training in connection with
these actions. Most often the program is limited to a single event, the
festive giving of the gift books.



The gift books published by the State Youth Committee--which aid preparation
for life as a citizen--are available for the schools and places of work in
sufficient numbers, 1In accordance with the characteristics of their age

these offer a good guide to the youth concerning the Constitution, the youth
law and the most important citizenship tasks. It is our experience that these
are good tools for education and training with every stratum of youth,

2. At the initiative of the local councils programs connected with the first
election have spread to the places of work and the communities as a whole.
As a result the preparation preceding the elections has become more organized,

The representation of the youth in council bodies and committees is good.
We care for the training and orientation of young council members by organ-
izing annual forums--in cooperation with the KISZ organizations--and these
are very effective,

3. The role of the socialist and youth brigades has increased in the place
of work citizenship training of working youth. Their patronage activity
extends to more and more young people, The great majority of the more than
16,000 young people participating in the movement share in the political
and public life activity taking place in the communities too,

But nearly half of the working youth--especially in the producer cooperatives
and in the small plants--stand outside the sphere of the brigade movement,
Their participation in place of work public life is not continuous, It
causes problems that the place of work leadership and social organs are not
sufficiently consistent in giving assignments and in keeping track of them,
In many cases they cannot provide arenas for practicing public life and in
other cases the activity of the young people is not satisfactory. Prepara-
tory work is made difficult by the fact that in some places the activity

of the economic leadership, the councils and the youth organizations is not
adequately coordinated.

The council organs have taken a number of measures in the interest of deal-
ing with special care at the places of work with young people beginning
their careers and they are turning great attention to an expansion of place
of work citizenship information and to continual inclusion of young people
in public life, The labor affairs department of the executive committee of
the megye council continually examines the situation of those beginning
their careers and has found that reception of the new labor force is well
organized in most plants.

4. Home defense education and preparation for military service is an organic
part of the citizenship training of the youth.

In a cooperation agreement signed with the megye organs of the Hungarian
Home Defense Federation and the KISZ the executive committee of the megye
council has defined tasks in this area for the local councils and special
administrative organs.



The home defense club network constitutes the base for home defense train-
ing; this network extends to the megye as a whole and the great majority
of the members are young, the larger part being students,

School home defense training and instruction have developed primarily in the
substantive area. The magnitude and level of theoretical knowledge are
satisfactory but deficiencies can be experienced in practical application
and in supervising and measuring the preparedness of the students. There
are several reasons for this, For example, in many places there are no
special open air installations and exercises are not systematic. Another
inhibiting factor is that female teachers without prior military training
must carry out many of the tasks of home defense training, For this reason
we have included in this work a broad sphere of army, MHSZ [Hungarian Home
Defense Federation] and KISZ activists, As a result the problem has moder-
ated but it has not disappeared.

The personnel conditions for home defense education outside of class and for
preparation for military service are good., In addition to the professional
officers we have at our disposal the reserve officers and the trained experts
of the rifle and special clubs,

The basic demonstration and technical tools needed for school training work
have been ensured and have been significantly modernized in the past 3 years,
Construction of open air installations--obstacle courses--is under way at a
swift pace in the larger settlements.

Preparation of the working youth for military service takes place within the
framework of the MHSZ clubs, The local councils have the chief role in
ensuring operational conditions for these clubs. Home defense mass sport
programs play a singificant role in this preparation; 85 percent of those
participating in combined home defense competitions and marksmanship com-
petitions are young people.

We have sufficient study materials, guides and demonstration tools for home
defense education and preparation for military service. With the systematic
support of the megye and local councils the technical tools and installa-
tions are being developed and modernized at a good pace. One problem is

that there are not enough firing ranges in the small settlements. 1In this
plan period we will build 20 sport centers in the megye and this will result
in a fundamental change in material conditions. 1In parallel with this we
will introduce swimming instruction in the children's camps on the Balaton
and we will build training swimming pools in the cities and open water basins
in the towns,

5. As a result of council measures taken in the past 3 years education for
family life has spread to the workers too,

We have established health affairs counseling institutions in Zalaegerszeg
and Nagykanizsa. Health affairs enlightenment, naturally, has received the

9



greater emphasis in their activity thus far; a greater development of edu-
cational work can be expected over the longer run. Such tasks are stressed
also in the activity of social organs and in the programs of the majority of
collegiums and residential area and factory youth clubs, But such lectures
are organized less regularly in places of work and they have not become an
organic part of the programs in some institutions of public culture, being
limited to a single action or series of lectures,

6. Youth parliaments are held in all places of work and educational insti-
tutions in the megye; experience shows that they have become new forums for
the public life training of youth and for practicing their citizenship
knowledge, They have brought great masses of youth into a public life role
for nearly 30,000 young people participate in them in the megye.

The youth parliaments of the larger industrial enterprises have proven most
effective. The problems taken up have touched primarily on developments
and equipment and on some study plan questions.

III.

Our investigations in the economic units and in the institutions operating
in the megye and the experiences of the 1976 youth parliaments all show that
the council measures taken in close cooperation with social organs in the
interest of citizenship education have resulted in significant achievements.

As a result of them citizenship training has become an organic part of school
education in the lower and secondary grades alike; organizational forms for
this have developed and stabilized, The teachers have learned about the
social obligations of the schools. The link between the schools and the
youth organizations, state and social organs and the parents has improved;
the foundations for a more responsible cooperation and division of labor
have strengthened,

The many-sided tasks of citizenship education in places of work--including
home defense training and preparation for family life--have been cleared up.
Forms of activity which serve training have broadened, A well coordinated,
aware, planned educational process extending to a significant number of the
places of work has started, the effectiveness of which can be measured in
the substantive development of the public life activity of the youth and,

in very many cases, in an increase in the number of participants,

Despite all this there are still many problems and much remains to be done
for it is our fundamental task that the youth growing up should prepare
suitably for life, for fulfilling their citizenship responsibilities and
for an exercise of their rights. And this can be done only if all of
society takes part in this work,

On the basis of our experiences we want to turn increased attention primarily
to the following tasks in the period ahead:

10



--Laying the foundations for citizenship education is a task for school
education and instruction as a whole which can be realized only jointly

with the youth movement , the parents and society. Introduction of the new
study plans offers a good opportunity for carrying this out and creates

new methods for integrating knowledge and abilities. 8o it is important
that in the course of preparing the study plans there should be a realiza-
tion of this view, especially in the case of those subjects and themes which
have integrating tasks. In accordance with this it would be justified to
modify the thematics of parents' conferences, the medium range educational
programs and coordination with the actions of the youth movement.

--One condition for effective work is a further development of the openness
of the schools partly by an increased inclusion of parents and of people
from public life and partly by broadening the social activity of the insti-
tutions and their place of work contacts,

--The tasks of citizenship education demand complex, comprehensive knowledge
from educators and make necessary their continuing, institutionalized train-
ing.

Therefore, within the framework of leadership training and subject study
courses, we want to give greater aid to the teachers by offering the legal,
developmental psychology, and methodological information needed to teach
family and citizenship subjects, The base schools designated for each re-
gion and the announcement of task themes by means of competition  could
aid the development of methods too.

--The development of a uniform view on places of work is indispensable for
the further development of citizenship training; this means, primarily,
that the leaders should understand well the importance of this activity and
should take their actions in this spirit. The tools and installations
needed for this work should be developed and modernized at a swifter pace
too,

--Citizenship education is a long range task of great social significance.
In the interest of carrying it out and extending such training to every
youth stratum more planned use must be made of the possibilities offered
at the place of work and by activity outside of class. In this context
the unique actions, activity forms and frameworks of the youth movement
merit greater attention,

I have tried above to give a picture of that activity which the councils
in Zala are carrying out in the interest of citizenship education and
training of the youth. The social and political significance of the task
and its many-sided nature define unambiguously for us what is to be done:
in possession of the experiences which have been acquired and in increased
cooperation with social and economic organs and institutions further meas-
ures must continually be taken in the interest of educating the youth in

a socialist spirit, forming them into socialist men and preparing them to
become self-aware citizens.
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HUNGARY

TRADE UNION WORK AMONG INTELLECTUALS EVALUATED
Budapest ALLAM ES IGAZGATAS in Hungarian Sep 77 pp 778-787

[Article by Dr Endre Szabo: 'Several Aspects of Trade Union Work Among
Public Employed Intellectuals']

[Text] 1I.

Following the liberation a considerable part of the intelligentsia joined
the trade union movement., The movement did great work to satisfy the
organizational needs of the intellectuals within the frameworks of the
branch of industry organizations and thus encourage them to catch up with
the goals of the worker class, The movement succeeded in mobilizing the
most progressive part of the intelligentsia in the interest of the polit-
ical goals of the trade union movement and in including them in the pro-
gressive actions of the trade unions, At the same time the trade unions
undertook to represent and defend the interests of the intellectual members.

The trade union movement increasingly recognized that in addition to the
primacy of the work being done in the ranks of the worker class greater
attention would have to be turmed to the situation and work of the intelli-
gentsia and that a greater part would have to be taken in solving the
problems of some intellectual groups within the sphere of this stratum.
This has been especially perceptible in recent years when, in the midst

of a development and enrichment of the general strata policy activity of
the trade unions, work which took into consideration the special character
of the intellectual stratum strengthened and a number of initiatives and
achievements were born in every area of trade union activity among intel
lectuals,

The intellectual and white collar trade unions took a number of significant
initiatives and carried them out with success. Among the noteworthy aspects
of their activity are those efforts which developed contacts between their
own professional strata and society or between their professional organiza-
tions and the trade union movement as a whole, The Trade Union of Public
Employees did considerable organizing and mobilizing work in the interest
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of developing the most important areas of state administration and justice
activity while similar work was done by the Teachers' Trade Union in educa-
tional affairs, by the Federation of Artistic Workers in linking artists
and the public and by the Medical and Health Affairs Trade Union in regard
to socialist health affairs,

A considerable part of the intelligentsia joined in the place of work trade
union activity. The ratio of intellectuals among elected trade union offi-
cials increases year by year, in local and higher level bodies alike. More
and more take part in the success of the comprehensive, national actions

of the trade union movement,

In addition to the public employees, the teachers and the physicians an
increasing number of technicians and economists and, not least of all,
agricultural intellectuals and artists participate in trade union work,
The young intellectuals--especially in the provinces--play a significant
role, especially in public culture work,

The most progressive part of the intelligentsia has joined in mass polit-
ical work., Many intellectuals--including public employees--have undertaken
leading propagandist tasks in the trade union study courses "Timely Ques-
tions of Our Society" and many of them take part in the work of various
factory and place of work academies and lecture programs, in international
solidarity actions, etc. Their number is increasing in the various theo-
retical and professional committees working with the supreme leadership of
the trade union movement.

The public employee intelligentsia--which includes in its ranks large num-
bers of lawyers, economists, technicians, teachers, physicians, public
culture experts, scientific researchers, etc.--participates actively in
the organization of public life, in developing public culture and in the
activity of trade union and other organs aimed at citizenship, legal and
other popular science knowledge spreading.

Despite the favorable experiences it cannot be said that the activity of
the trade unions among the intellectuals today corresponds in every respect
to the needs and the requirements. Nor can it be said that the effective-
ness of the intellectual stratum policy is entirely satisfactory nor that
the trade union movement has developed in every respect the characteristic
aspects of the intelligentsia, as an independent stratum with a unique
character, in the interest of suitably exploiting it in the content or
methods of work.

The 8 October 1976 meeting of the National Council of Trade Unions called

| attention to the problematic aspects of trade union intellectual stratum
policy or rather to the development of this activity when its agenda in-
cluded a further development of trade union work among intellectuals. The
position statement published concerning this meeting called attention to
the fact that the trade union movement as a whole and the individual branch



trade unions must reckon better with the fact that the activity of the
intelligentsia is of ever increasing importance in the life of society and
in trade union work therein.

II.

One of the graphic indicators of the development of our society in the
decades since the liberation is the numerical increase in the intelligentsia.
At the time of the last census before the liberation their number hardly
reached 100,000, At the time of the 1970 census more than 300,000 people
with advanced degrees lived in the area of the country.

The professional structure of the intelligentsia also changed together with
and in harmony with the progress of socialist society building. The numer-
ical predominance of the lawyers ended while the number of graduate tech-
nicians, agronomists, economists and teachers increased. The traditional
intellectual functions changed, new ones developed, and together with all
this the social status of the intelligentsia was modified too, The process
cannot yet be regarded as complete but the trends are already quite notice-
able,

The social composition of the intelligentsia has changed significantly.
It's earlier closed character has ended and intellectual careers are open
to workers and peasants and their children.

As the number of intellectuals increases at a swift pace and as their pro-
fessional and social structure are transformed so the social awareness of
the intellectuals changes. The conditions of intellectual work are chang-
ing and respect for this work is increasing. Their creative and scientific
work not only has a great role in our domestic life; in addition, many
recognized members of international culture and scientific life come from
the ranks of the Hungarian intelligentsia.

It is an expression of the behavior of the intelligentsia, which espouses
and builds socialism, that more and more work is being done in public life,
in the various state power, representative and social organizations.

The consistent policy of the Hungarian Socialist Workers Party, resting on
unbroken and solid principled foundations, exercises a crucial effect on
the thinking and stand of the intelligentsia. The intelligentsia has be-
come convinced that the MSZMP not only declares but also realized the
increased social role of the intelligentsia in socialism, The creative
cooperation of the intelligentsia is required and is considered indispen-
sable and good possibilities are provided for the development of the
abilities of the intelligentsia.

Summing up what has been said we can state that the process of developing
a socialist intelligentsia has progressed significantly in past years.
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But we do not mean to say by this that the socialist transformation of the
intelligentsia is already complete, The fact that the great majority of
the intellectuals follow and support, from the political point of view,

the fundamental goals of the worker class and of our people does not mean
that the picture is so unambiguous or so favorable in regard to their world
view or ideological profile., Certainly there has been development in this
regard too. There are outstanding Marxist-Leninist ideologists and there
are a large number of intellectuals who have adopted and who consciously
espouse Marxism-Leninism, There are those who stand close to Marxism,

who accept much and consider it natural and who espouse our chief socialist
principles, But at the same time, naturally, there are intellectuals who
do not espouse our world view but who do not turn against us; indeed, they
cooperate well with us and take part in our constructive work, 1

We regard all these factors as things which help the trade unions to pro-
vide good foundations for and correctly work out further goals for their
work with the intelligentsia,

III.

When developing trade union work among intellectuals the movement, and the
Trade Union of Public Employees therein, started from the position that the
fundamental task among the intellectuals was the same as it was in general:
to strengthen the worker power and to defend the interests of the trade
union members. Strengthening the worker power requires today, before all
else, that we carry out ever better our economic and ideological tasks.

The solution of every other essential social problem depends on this and
this defines, among other things, the development of science and culture,
an improvement of their possibilities, raising the standard of living and
an enrichment of the socialist way of life,

A fundamental condition for solving the everyday economic tasks is increas-
ing the production and social activity of the workers--including the intel-
lectuals, This demands from the intellectuals that they fulfill their
obligations completely, put their knowledge and abilities at the service of
the people and aid with their work and behavior the success of our social
policy goals.

It follows from this that the trade unions must devote greater attention
than previously to all those work movements aimed at improving work among
the intellectuals, including the public employees. They must develop those
unique forms which create favorable conditions for the social activities

of the intelligentsia. Opinions are divided--and this is a frequently
debated theme especially among state administrative and administration of
justice workers--as to whether there is need in this area for the socialist
brigade movement. It is the position of the trade unions, and of the Trade
Union of Public Employees, that this movement should be organized where it

1. Compare: Miklos Ovari, '""The Intelligentsia in Our Society,'" SZAKSZERVEZETI
SZEMLE, No 1, 1977.
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would serve a purpose and where there are realistic conditions for it. But
the chief thing is not really the form but rather that the trade union move-
ment provide suitable incentive and aid, among public employees too, for
effective work, culture and the development of the characteristics of the
socialist way of life, doing all this within the frameworks of forms which
best suit the goal.

In our day a knowledge of Marxism-Leninism is indispensable for modern cul-
ture, It follows from this that by using their unique tools the trade union
must increase opportunities which serve an expansion of the world view pre-
paredness and professional-political knowledge of the intelligentsia., This
is all the more significant among public employees because of the nature of
their work. For this reason the Trade Union of Public Employees must create
more and more opportunities so that the opinions of its members can be ex-
pressed frankly and openly and so that the correct positions can crystallize
in useful debate forums. Nor should it be forgotten that in addition to
being receptive to the new, assuming responsibility and service to the people
a critical view is an important characteristic of the socialist intelligentsia.
This view is a sign of progressive dissatisfaction, of a critical awareness
which aids the cause of socialism., This is self-criticism too, a critical
analysis of one's own achievements, a rejection of prejedices and support for
care and strictness in connection with work, Only by providing suitable
forums and incentive can we develop an atmosphere of debate in which what

is decisive are not prestige viewpoints but rather meeting facts with facts
and arguments with arguments, The trade unions have important obligations

in developing such an atmosphere and their responsibility is unambiguous.

The trade unions want to try to better serve the complexity of political

and professional training and culture of the intellectuals, In this connec-
tion it is worth noting, for example, the competitions which have taken
place successfully for several years among public employees, especially in
the council apparatus. This complexity is encouraged by the thematics of
these competitions, The trade union considers it justified to continue them
and develop them and is working to this end.

The experiences direct the attention of the trade unions to the fact that
they should make their agitation and propaganda among the intellectuals more
differentiated and more effective, The central leadership of the Trade
Union of Public Employees put this theme on the agenda in the recent past.
It was established that propaganda today is often schematic and does not
take into consideration adequately the medium in which it must be effective.
It does not reckon enough with the fact that there is a greater demand for
information among the intellectuals in general and thus among the public
employees too,

Increasing emphasis attaches to the significance of persuasion based on
many-sided information so that the intellectuals should adopt as their own
our policy in a given question, not only formally but actually, filtered
through their own thinking, and so that they can represent it on the basis
of an internal conviction.
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A constant increase in professional knowledge is a crucial element in culture
for the intelligentsia. Keeping up with the special sciences requires much
energy but without this it would be difficult to meet the requirements of

the age, This is especially true in areas of scientific research and plan-
ning but it should not be ignored in regard to intellectuals working in
offices either, This is reflected by those regulations which set training
requirements and a system of further training for workers in state adminis-
tration and the administration of justice.

The trade unions play an important role in aiding and encouraging professional
further training for intellectuals. By organizing various professional pro-
grams (conferences, professional days, exchanges of experiences, exhibits,
etc.), by popularizing professional publications, with competitions in var-
ious themes proclaimed jointly with state organs, by increased material recog-
nition within wage policy for professional knowledge, etc., the Trade Union
of Public Employees desires to have an effect in this direction. Despite

all this, professional further training for the intelligentsia does not take
place to a decisive extent within trade union frameworks, and this is proper.
Increasing the professional knowledge of the intelligentsia belongs primarily
to the activity of state organs and professional scientific associations.

But all this does not mean that the role of the trade unions is negligible.
On the basis of their place of work experiences the trade unions have much
valuable information about the development of the professional knowledge of
the intellectuals and they know the tasks confronting the several plants,
institutions and offices and the requirements deriving from these tasks,

So effective cooperation among state organs, educational institutions,
scientific associations and the trade unions is essential. The forms for
this are developing increasingly well. The trade unions are participating
institutionally too in developing themes aimed at professional further train-
ing for certain intellectual groups. Broad and useful cooperation in the
development and conduct of further training programs has been developed by
the Trade Union of Public Employees, especially with the Council Office of
the Council of Ministers and with the megye councils,

The trade unions are participating in the discovery and popularization of
new methods for acquiring professional information, Experience shows,
however, that some of the intellectuals do not recognize these adequately,
Mastering modern information is held back by a lack of access to informa-
tion sources, books and journals, and in some cases by a lack of knowledge
of foreign languages. These problems weigh most heavily, perhaps, on the
provincial and especially on the village intellectuals, The fact that some
groups of intellectuals are afraid of 1life outside of the big cities can
probably be explained by the fact that the possibilities for keeping up are
worse in the small settlements than in the big cities.

The trade unions are participating with increasing intensity in a liquida-
tion of the hindering factors, in eliminating the situational differences
for intellectuals living in the large cities and in the provinces or in
the villages.
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Good contact and cooperation among intellectuals working in scientific re-
search, in planning and guidance or in direct practical production work are
important in the professional development of the intelligentsia. This goes
beyond interests serving professional development, Efforts in this direction
have a serious role and are of significance in a welding together of the
intellectual stratum in a correct direction, in ensuring an exchange of
opinions among various categories of intellectuals and, in some cases, in
bringing to the surface and resolving differences of opinion. Steps in
this direction have been taken already within trade union frameworks, The
Trade Union of Public Employees too has supported several initiatives,
primarily in the interest of cooperation among workers in basic research
and in areas of applied research., In many respects, however, the possibili-
ties remain unexploited.

Increasing general culture is important among the goals of cultural education
for intellectuals. 1In many areas the cultural activity of the trade unions
has been a favorable and useful factor in satisfying requirements, But ad-
justing the work to new requirements seems necessary here also., Attention
must be paid to that developmental process which has taken place in our
homeland especially in the past decade and which has had a significant

effect on the development of the culture, needs and interests of the intel-
ligentsia and on expectations in connection with the trade unions. The

base of cultural institutions has expanded and there has been great progress
in the spread of the means of mass communication, of books, journals, tele-
vision and radio. We must also reckon with the fact that among intellectuals
an ever greater part of the effort directed at increasing general culture
takes place within the frameworks of self-cultivation., ¥For this very reason
high quality cultural service which is differentiated within the intelligent-
sia too is an important requirement for satisfying the needs of this stratum,

Social practice also has a strong effect on the development of the awareness
of the intelligentsia. The expansion of factory and place of work democracy
is creating new possibilities for the trade unions to bring in the intel-
lectuals so that the intellectuals should participate in the solution of
certain problems in their special areas and elsewhere too and join in the
development and realization of plans connected with living and working con-
ditions. The necessity for this is obvious from the viewpoint of the leader-
ship at the place of work too. The need for a correct leadership style

and for well-founded decisions makes it indispensable, from the side of both
state economic leaders and social organs, that practicing experts be brought
in on a wide scale and that their opinions be listened to. So it is import-
ant that the trade unions make good use of factory and place of work demo-
cratic forms., It is timely to emphasize this among workers in state admin-
istration too. The work being done to create a modern state administration
absolutely requires the full inclusion of those interested in this. The
simplification of state administration and the legal, professional, swift
and humane conduct of affairs can be ensured only with the cooperation of
the apparatus, their creative participation and responsible behavior,
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There is great need that mutual and useful cooperation based on a unity of
rights and responsibilities develop among workers in guiding organs and
those directly applying the law within individual places of work and beyond,

This requirement also applies to those questions which pertain to the work
load, working relationships, income situation and moral and material recog-
nition of the apparatus.

In addition to what has been mentioned already, it is a very important goal
of trade union activity among intellectuals that it stimulate the intelli-
gentsia to pass on their knowledge and information.

In this period of our social development the trade union movement must take
a greater role in the ideological struggle. The need to expand and to im-
prove the quality of world view knowledge spreading increases accordingly.

The trade union movement has good opportunities for ensuring greater partici-
pation by the intelligentsia in this., This is of great significance from

the viewpoint of developing political knowledge spreading but it is of no
less value in regard to developing the awareness of the intelligentsia.

One should not ignore the fact that while the intellectuals are participating
in political work among workers and peasants the views and ways of thinking
of these basic working classes will have an effect on them too and will thus
form the thought world of the intelligentsia. The trade union movement re-
gards a strengthening and deepening of this mutual effect as an important
mission,

It is a more important interest of the trade union movement than it was be-
fore to bring experts on a broad scale into mass propaganda work for produc-
tion, into scientific-technical knowledge spreading and, not least of all,
into the creation of the subjective, human conditions for economic efficiency.

The trade unions, as the organs representing the interests of the worker
class, of those living from wages and salaries, must deal on an even broader
scale with the problems of the state and institutions of the worker class,
stepping up their assistance and supervisory functions in this regard and
their legal and other knowledge spreading activity which serves citizenship
education, The legal aid service is a significant new element in the link
between the trade union movement and the state administrative organs, as is
the joint promotion of initiatives aimed at a place of work expansion of the
client service. The trade unions have a many-sided interest in a successful
realization of proposals pertaining to the development of public education,
public culture, scientific research and our scientific life. Accordingly

it is indispensable that activity forms in these areas be consistently and
constantly enriched and that broad use be made of the participation and aid
of the professional intellectuals., Similarly there are many common points
of contact at the level of cooperation between factories and settlements

in regard to regional policy. All of this makes necessary even better planned,
systematic and effective cooperation among trade unions and those working in
public services and intellectuals working in other responsible positions.
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The trust which the intellectuals show in the trade unions, their opinion

of and orientation toward the trade unions, depends to a very large extent

on how and how effectively the trade unions deal with a representation and
defense of the interests of the intellectuals, '"The living and working con-
ditions of the intelligentsia have improved together with the living and
working conditions of our entire people. In general their moral and material
recognition and the care for them do not lag behind the present possibilities
of our society. But along with this it is also true that the living and
working conditions and wage level of some intellectual groups--primarily
teachers and to some extent doctors and those working in public culture and
in a few areas of state administration, and this directly affects the situa-
tion of public employees--do lag behind and this causes problems., The trade
unions consider it necessary that this backwardness be overcome in proportion
to the growth in the economic strength of the country."2 It is also essential
that greater care be taken everywhere in the wage policies of state and eco-
nomic organs and of trade unions to watch the income or the development of
income of the intellectuals or of certain groups of them, influencing this
in the correct direction and supporting with determination the satisfaction
of just demands,

Because of the social and political importance of their work and because of
the political, professional and moral demands made of them the intellectuals
working in public administration merit special attention. In the course of
their economically important activity, settling official matters, regional
guidance and organizing social, cultural and health services they come into
contact with virtually the entire population. Their satisfaction of needs,
how they do it and in what way, has an effect on the mood and public morale
of the citizens and, in the final analysis, on the opinion they develop
about our political system. Going beyond material recognition this should
be reflected in the social respect and recognition accorded them,

As a result of the wage increase carried out in 1974 about 55,000 of those
working in council and other public service organs got a 10-15 percent wage
increase out of the central wage fund. As a national average the workers

in town and village councils got a 20-21 percent wage increase., In addition
to the wage increases the remuneration fund in the organs affected increased
by 3-6 percent. But the central wage measures did not affect those working
in cultural institutions--libraries, museums, archives, culture homes--or
those working in central administration, the courts and the attorneys'
offices. This problem was solved in the area of public culture by the
central wage increases of 1 September 1977,

Although the measures taken in recent years to improve wages and working
conditions have produced an improvement in stabilizing the work force the
turnover of workers in public administration--especially in the councils--
and in the administration of justice is still considerable, Much remains
to be done in the interest of having more people choose public administra-
tion work as a career,

2, Resolution of the National Council of Trade Unions concerning trade union
work done among the intellectuals, 8 October 1976,
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The situation of small town and village intellectuals, including the public
employees who live here in large numbers, poses unique problems. Socially
this category is of equal rank with the urban intell gentsia and they do
useful work. More and more of them are respected in their profession. The
trade unions are helping a healthy development of village intellectual life,
partly through their own possibilities and partly by making proposals to
state institutions., They are playing a part in having worthy intellectuals
receive national forums more frequently so that they can become known,
recognized and respected by the public opinion of the country. But there
are certainly still disadvantages, in many respects objective conditions,
which must be reckoned with,

For this reason the trade union movement, the the Trade Union of Public
Employees too, wants to turn even greater attention in the future to the
problems of the provincial intelligentsia, to mobilizing for gradual
liquidation of these problems.

The trade union movement handles with special care the place of work inte-
gration of young intellectuals and the problems of material and social ser-
vices for them. The Trade Union of Public Employees also is seeking those
unique possibilities which will aid the youth through the problems of start-
ing a career, and usually starting a family at the same time, The trade
union youth committees have realized a number of useful initiatives and the
proposals made at the recently held youth parliaments offer new possibilities
for progress and for improving the situation of the youth.

There are very many working women in the ranks of the intelligentsia. Cer-
tain areas--for example, health, teaching or state administration--have
been virtually feminized. The increase in the number of working women is

a gratifying phenomenon but it brings new problems for which solutions must
be found. The trade unions are determinedly urging the overcoming of the
difficulties everywhere. They are seeking ways and means, nationally and
in places of work, which will make possible the further study which is
vital in intellectual work, inclusion in social life and promotion to
leadership positio